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Designation No. 8818 
Date of Filing 
Data of Designation 

Owner(s) 

Mildred T. Newton _ _ 


Mailing Address \ 

Grandma Newton*s Bed and Breakfast 
P.0. Box 1714 
Homestead, Florida 


SURVEY FINDINGS: 

_H.A.B.S _Natl. Reg. _H.A.E.R. _Other: 

_^LDade County Historic Survey Findings: 

RATING: Architecture * History _^Context 

SITE LOCATION: 

Town of Florida City 
Lots 1-35-36 
Block 22 


Current Zoning (describe): 


Commercial-Ne ghborhood 

















Current Use (describe): 

Commercial 
Current Condition: 

Q Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Deteriorated □ Unexposcd 

□ Unaltered □ Altered 

G5 Original Site □ Moved_ - 


i 

Physical Description of Site (see attached photos): 


This is a typical example of the wood frame vernacular houses built through¬ 
out South Florida around the turn of the century. It is a balloon frame 
structure, two stories tall, built on a rectangular plan. Exterior walls 
are faced in horizontal weatherboards. The medium-to-low pitch hipped 
roof is covered in V-crimped aluminum and has small overhangs. 

There is a one story porch across the front. The porch has a hipped roof 
of low pitch, supported on four square wooden posts. The doorway is 
centrally located on the front facade. The main door is modern, preceded 
by a screen door. 

;Fenestration is arranged as follows: Double sets of sash windows flank 
the door on the ground floor on the front facade. The same composition 
of windows flanks a single central window on the second story. On the 
side elevations four bays of single windows are symmetrically arranged on 
both stories. All windows are wood sash type, recently installed with 
plain wood surrounds. Original windows were wood sash also, but in an 
arrangement of one over one lights. 

There is a one story, flat roofed addition attached to the rear of the 
structure. The grounds are immaculately kept, as is the interior of the 
house. The property is surrounded by a chain link fence. The exterior 
of the house has undergone relatively few alterations ever the years. 


(Use additional sheets if necessary) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET □ 











SIGNIFICANCE 


□ Archeology-Prehistoric 

□ Archeology-Historic 

□ Agriculture 

□ Architecture 

□ Art 

□ Commerce 

□ Communications 

□ Community Planning 

□ Conservation 

□ Economics 

□ Education 


□ Engineering 

□ Exploration/Scltlemcnt 

□ Historical Events 

□ Industry 
n Invention 

□ La n d sea pc A rc h i t ce t u re 


□ People 

□ Philosophy 

□ Politics/Government 

□ Religion 

□ Science 

□ Sculpture 

□ Social/Humanitarian 

□ Theater 

□ Transportation 

□ Other (special) 


Q Law 

□ Literature 

□ Military 

□ Music 


Significance — Brief summary including documentary evidence that indicates the historical, 
architectural or archeological significance of the site. 



share their home with boarders. 

Prior to the completion of the Florida East Coast Railway line, the Tatum 
Brothers bought 22,000 acres of swamp land in South Dade County. _They formed the 
Miami Land and Development Company and hired Edward Stilrng to sell ten acre glade 
farm lots with one town lot for fifty dollars an acre. Mr. Stiling returned to 
his home town of Detroit, Michigan where he sold lots to thirty families. The new 
settlement was named "Detroit.” However in 1914, th§ year the town incorporated, 
citizens voted to change the nam e to "Florida City. 

In 1914 the families of John and Fred Simoons bought lots one and thirty-six 
in the new Miami Land and Development Company Subdivision. On their property the 
two families built the two-story wood frame structure now known as Grandma 
Newton's Bed and Breakfast. Pioneer life proved too difficult for the Simnons 
families. In 1917 they sold their property to Joseph Rustad and retimed to West 
Virginia. Rrstad, who owned a bakery and lunch counter in town, paid one thousand 


Hnrerv ew with Richard Newton, Florida City, Florida, )ecerrber 29, 1989; 
Metropolitan Dade County, Office of hamuiity ard Economic I*.ivelopment, Frcm 
Wilderness t > Metropolis (Miami: M etropolitan Dade Country, 198 1), p. ^8. 

2 Ibid., p. 48; Jean Taylor, Vi llages of South Dade (St. Petersburg: Byron 


(ennedy and Company, 1967), p. 203, 7057 


(LI : additional sleets if neccss ry) 


SEE CONTIN JATION SHEET □ 












SIGNIFICANCE —CONTINUATION SHEET 


dollars for the property. In 1920 the property again changed hands. Mr. Rustad^ 
sold the lots and "all household and kitchen furniture contained in th^ building 
to W.F.A. Robertson. Rnstad also threw a Model T. Ford into the deal. 

W. Frederick A. Robertson left Canada to seek relief from a severe case of 
hay fever. He arrived in Detroit, Florida in August of 1912. The Tatum Brothers 
hired Robertson to maintain the motor boats they used to show prospective buyers 
the glade farm lots. Once settled, Fred sent for his wife Elizabeth and five 
daughters. The children loved the freedom and adventure of life in South Florida. 
Elizabeth, on the other hand, was used to city conveniences and viewed life in 
Florida quits different. "She cried many bitter tears 3^id was not reconciled to 
it for years, for conveniences were a long time cctning". 

On his glade farm lot Robertson grew tomatoes. The whole family helped with 
the hoeing, planting, picking, and canning of the tomatoes. The Robertson Canning 
Company shipped beans, squash, cabbage, and green tomatoes to wholesale merchants. 
For their own use and to help pay the "winter bills" they also canned ripe 
tomatoes, shell beans, and sauerkraut. Financially, 1919-1920 was a good year for 
the Robertson family and they were able to move to the house on N.W. 5th Avenue 
(then called Broadway 5). 

The house had four bedrooms upstairs, two bedrocms downstairs, a living roctn 
and dining room. The rear addition contained two kitchens and across a walkway 
was a wash house. The prolific number of rooms in the house made it possible to 
rent to boarders. The Robertson's rented the two downstairs bedrooms and kitchen 
to winter residents and school teachers. In their new heme, they continued the 
family canning business. The Robertson family resided there until 1951, when Fred 
bought land and moved to Ft. Pierce. Rooms in this house are still being rented 
out. The present owner, Mildred Newton, has turned thg house into a successful 
Bed and Breakfast, well known for its delicious meals. 

The Grandma Newton/Robertson House is a fine example of early frame 
vernacular architecture. Evident by early photographs there have been few 

^Property Deed, Stiling to Simmons, November 3, 1914, Book 138, Page 340; 
Interview d.th Margaret Robertson Bartlett Wedemyer, Cutle : Ridge, Florida, 

January 9, 1990; Property Decc, Ri ;tad to Robertson, April 7, 1910, Book 214, Pag. 
445. 


^Margaret Robertson Bartlett .fedemyer, ' ^collections," unpublished, un.lated 
5 Ibit : ;. 
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exterior alterations to the house. This structure makes an important contribution 
to the un der s tan ding of the settlement patterns and lifestyles in the pioneer 
community of Florida City. 
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Impacts — Impact of the designation on proposed public improvements, 
renewal projects or private development. 

Designation would have the effect of bringing any plans for alterations to the 
property before the Preservation Board for review. Designation will not affect 
current zoning. - - - 


Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the designation of the Grandma Newton/ Robertson House 
as an individual historic site. 


Special Standards for Certificate of Appropriateness: 

Any special standards will follow the general quidelines as recommended for 
historic structures as detailed in the "Rules and Regulations for Review of 
Historic Site Designations and Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness." 









Draft Resolution Designating the Property: 


WHEREAS, the Grandma Newton/Robertson House, built in 1914, is a 
structure from the pioneer period of Florida City, 

WHEREAS, the Grandma Newton/Robertson House was the residence of 
three pioneer families, 

WHEREAS, the Grandma Newton/Robertson House is a fine example of early 
frame vernacular architecture in Florida City, 

WHEREAS, the Grandma Newton/Robertson House represents the settlement 
patterns and lifestyle of the pioneer community of Florida City, 

WhEREAS, the Grandma Newton/Robertson House is located: 

Township 57S, Range 38E, Section 24 

Block 22 

Lots 1-55-36 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Historic Preservation Board on 
Wednesday, February 21, 1990 has designated the Grandma Newton/Robertson House 
as an individual historic site pursuant to the Metropolitan Dade County Historic 
Preservation Ordinance (81-13) and that the Grandma Newton/Robertson House is 
subject to all rights, privileges and requirements, of that ordinance. 


Designation is approved as evidenced by the signature of the 
Historic Preservation Board Chairman. 
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Early photograph of Robertson Residence 
40 N.W. 5 Avenue 





Grandma Newton's Bed and Breakfast 
40 N.W. 5 Avenue 


















Grandma Newton's Bed and Breakfast 
40 N.W. 5 Avenue 






















Grandma Newton's Bed and Breakfast 
40 N.W. 5 Avenue 













W4MAKTV M'O 

nannon 

* 


ES6MR 13 FH 2U7 0 6 R 0 0 0 /^5 

mmco ro»- * .►moto I OOO'' * n ^^ 

•: • I LU^ ,• L jJU 

Hus Indenture, 


M J , Ui , February V l> .-8^ BftlDtftl SANDRA GREENWELL. Joined 

by- her Husband, WALTER GREENWELL 

Jefferso:. . ,, ifc, S,.„ ..f Kansas r«. of A, /m p-h. .nJ 

MILDRED T. NEWTON, a single women, 

of t& Counu „f Dade " <" Florida “ U( “ 

P.o! BOX 1714, HOMESTEAD, FLORIDA 33090 
P«H {v of ifie |N»rl. 
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Ten Dollars and other good and valuable consideration--———-L* - 
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State of Florida i.» u*n 


Lot* 1# 35 4 36, in Block 22 of TOWN OF FLORIDA CITY 
(FORMERLY DETROIT), according to the Plat thereof, 
as recorded in Plat Book 2, at Page 74 of the Public 
Records of Dade County, Florida,- 

a/k/a 40 NW 5th Avenue, Florida City, Florida 33034 
a/k/a Lots 1, 35 4 36. in Block 22, of MAP OF DETROIT, 
FLORIDA, according to the Plat thereof as recorded 
Plat Book 2, at Page 74 of the Public Records of Dade 
County, Florida 
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STATE OF KANSAS 

COUNTY OF JcfferSOn j ^ IIFREBY CERTIFY ibi o® tBi* lUr. b<f«r« •*. a* 
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WALTER GREESWELI^ 






Witness 

inA^i'X _ /Y r&U-Qfi. 

Witness •» 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 

COUNTY OF DADE ) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day. before me, an offi< T® r 
authorized in the State aforesaid and in the County aforesaid to take 
v!^wlLrmf.nts Dersonally appeared WALTER GREENWELL. to me known to 

S i!, y .n5 P v to executed tl,e ..re,oi», ie..te»e„t, 

and he acknowledged before me that he executed the same. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal in the County and State last 
aforesaid this 7th day of March , 1986 . 
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